
Election of PTO Officers for 2019-2020 
The election of PTO officers for the 2019-2020 school year took place during the April 
PTO meeting.  The officer team is as follows: 
 
President-Jenni Beamer 
Vice President-Elizabeth Ehrmann 
Secretary-Kerri Pope 
Treasurer-Amanda Pace 
Box Tops Coordinator:  Brandi Diekmann 
 
The PTO would like to thank Josephine Parsons for being our Vice President and Box 
Tops Coordinator for many years.  We appreciate all the hard work you put into 
providing our students with fun and educational events and activities.  Although 
Josephine is stepping down from her positions, we know we haven’t seen the last of her 
yet! 

 
Did You Know 

Did you know that throughout the school year the PTO purchases various items for the 
school?  This school year we have provided students and teachers with ball bins, hula 
hoops and sidewalk chalk for recess, tableware for the Thanksgiving meal, fall parent 
teacher conference meal, Literacy Night Snacks, Kindle, Gift Certificates for straight A’s, 
underwear (yes you read that correctly), and more! 
 

Spring Box Tops Contest 
Mrs. Stockmaster’s 1st grade class savored their Box Tops Contest win with some 
savory ice cream bars.  We would like to thank Mrs. Stockmaster’s students and ALL 
students who sent in Box Tops or dimes to help support the PTO. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Fall Box Tops Contest 
Buckeye Central 2nd grade teacher, Mrs. Clady, kept up her solid reputation as a fierce 
Box Tops competitor as her class turned in the most Box Tops out of the entire 
elementary for the PTO’s Fall Box Tops Contest!  Along with bringing home the coveted 
Box Tops Trophy, the class earned a party with High School National Honor Society 
Students Lexi Biglin, Elizabeth Cronau, Carson McCarthy, and Ally Sostakowski.  The 
upperclassmen played games and did a fun craft with the students.  The students 
(young and old) had a great time! 
 

 
 
 
 

Field Day 
Water balloons filled and ready:  check.  Water/sponge racing stations set:  check. 
Popsicles ready to cool down the kids:  check.  Typical mid 70s weather for Field Day: 
UNcheck.  It was certainly strange to see students wearing wool hats, gloves and coats, 
but that’s what the weather called for on May 21st for Field Day.  The weather did not 
hold the students down, and despite the cold and rainy weather, everyone had a 
fantastic time.  Students went from station to station, including an inflatable obstacle 
course station, run by the PTO, as a thank you to the students for their hard work and 
support this school year.  
 
The PTO would like to thank Mrs. McCune for putting in a lot of time planning and 
setting up an awesome Field Day.  We most certainly could not have pulled it off without 
all of our parent volunteers and teachers to run the stations.  We also want to thank 
Space Walk of Mid Ohio for the inflatable.  It was great to see all the community 
support, and the (slightly frozen) smiles on the kids faces made it all worth it. 
 





 

 
 

Back To The Wild 
Knock!  Knock!  Who?  Who!  Who!  Is there an owl in here???  There were actually four 
different species of owls, along with many other birds, reptiles, amphibians, insects, and 
mammals at Buckeye Central Elementary on April 26th.  Back To The Wild, an animal 
rehabilitation and nature education center from Castalia, Ohio, came to educate the 
students on conservation and the world of wildlife.  They rescue over 2,500 animals 
every year and do everything in their power to heal them and get them back to where 
they belong: the wild.  This event was hosted by the Buckeye Central PTO, who is 
organized for the purpose of supporting the education of children at Buckeye Central 
Elementary (grades K-4).  The PTO supports S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math), and looks to bring S.T.E.M. related opportunities to Buckeye 
Central Elementary.  
 
Among the animals Back To The Wild brought with them were reptiles/amphibians 
(salamander, toad, corn snake, box turtle, and an African tortoise), mammals (flying 
squirrels), and birds (red-tailed hawk, barn owl, barred owl, red and gray morph Eastern 
screech owls, and a bald eagle.)  The star of the show, the bald eagle, is at the refuge 



because she is blind.  Many years ago she was bit by a mosquito carrying the west nile 
virus.  The students were fortunate enough to hear her bird call and learn first hand 
about her digestive system (and that is putting it nicely).  While showcasing these 
animals, they discussed things vital to nature like the food chain, natural selection, 
adaptations, habitats, and more.  Following the presentation, they concluded the 
assembly with audience questions.  The professionals from Back To The Wild sparked 
the interest of the students, who not only learned something, but had fun!  
 

The PTO would like to thank the PPG Foundation for funding the Back To The Wild 
assembly. PPG cares about today’s workforce and tomorrow’s innovators. They support 
initiatives that encourage interest and achievement in industries related to science, 
technology, engineering and math.  Without their efforts, this event would not have been 
possible.  

 

Overall, the kids had a hoot!  Are you tired of all the owl puns?  Says who?  Well, I don’t 
give a hoot if you like my puns.  Okay, okay, owl beg for your forgiveness.  That’s all for 
now, but I’m talon you, I have more jokes to tell! 



 
 
 
 

Sidewalk Chalk Recess Fun 
The PTO recently purchased sidewalk chalk for the students to use at recess.  We are 
always looking for new ways the kids can have fun, be creative, and use their 
imaginations at recess.  This turned out to be a huge success!  The 52 pieces we 
provided were gone in almost one day, so 192 more were provided!!! 



 

 

 



 
BC Endowment Funds Literacy Week 

 
Dr. Seuss wrote, “The more that you read, the more things you will know. The more that 
you learn, the more places you’ll go.”  Research shows that reading at a young age not 
only improves scores on reading tests, but tests across the board.  Reading is exercise 
for your brain, relaxing, and not to mention, it’s fun!  Last week, the students and 
teachers at Buckeye Central Elementary participated in Literacy Week.  Hosted by the 
PTO, cartoonist ,Jeff Nicholas, came to BC Elementary to help celebrate Literacy Week. 
 
With 35 years of teaching under his belt, Jeff now travels all over the eastern United 
States to encourage young minds to read, write and draw.  During the school week, Mr. 
Nicholas visited each class to teach step by step drawing instruction along with original 
stories to capture their imaginations.  With the help of his cartoon character friends, he 
showed students how to create and draw characters adaptable for storytelling. 
 
Tuesday evening, Jeff was the speaker at Family Literacy Night.  He had all ages 
laughing out loud, as he once again brought along his cartoon characters for a night of 
drawing instruction and original poetry and stories.  With Mr. Nicholas’ drawing 
techniques and original stories, he encouraged reading, writing, and drawing from both 
kids and parents in a positive and creative environment.  The PTO looks to promote 
working relationships among parents, students and teachers of the Elementary, and 
Literacy Night was a great opportunity for this.  
 
Crawford Reads 20 handed out free books to the students at Literacy Night.  Their 
mission is dedicated to raising a community of readers by encouraging everyone to read 
to a child for at least 20 minutes each day from birth through elementary school.  The 
night would not have been complete without prizes and snacks.  Winners went home 
with various building sets to go with the “Building Things” theme, and the grand prize 
was a Kindle Reader. 
 
Literacy Week was paid for by the BC Endowment Fund.  The Endowment Fund 
supports projects that enrich and enhance student learning at Buckeye Central.  Without 
the financial assistance of the Endowment, Literacy Week would not have been 
possible.   
 
Teachers strive to build the students’ comprehension, writing skills, and overall skills in 
communication.  Literacy Week emphasizes the importance of speaking, reading, and 



writing in the learning of all students.  The PTO enjoyed working side by side with the 
teachers this year for Literacy Week.  Overall, the week enhanced the students 
creativity, and provided the students with an exceptional art education and literacy 
learning experience.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Imagination Station Science Festival 
On Friday, February 22nd, the Imagination Station came to Buckeye Central 
Elementary for a Structures Science Festival.  Hosted by the PTO, the students visited 
12 different hands-on activity tables to explore the engineering principles that went into 
making some of history's greatest structures and the structures we use today.  Parent 
volunteers helped with Bridge Building with K’Nex, Earthquake Table, Keystone Arch, 
Roller Coasters, Catapults, Clay Bridges, Building with Geometry, Geodesic Domes, 
Mystery Weight, Roman Arch, Straws and Connectors, and Film Canister Rockets. 

 

The Imagination Station is located in downtown Toledo and is the region’s resource in 
interactive Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) education.  Their 



mission is to serve the community by providing informal science education and fun in 
order to spark a passion for the sciences by combining interactive exhibits and 
educational programming.  They equip students with valuable life skills and prepare 
them for our knowledge-based economy. 

 

The PTO would like to thank the PPG Foundation for funding the festival today. PPG 
cares about today’s workforce and tomorrow’s innovators. They support initiatives that 
encourage interest and achievement in industries related to science, technology, 
engineering and math. 

 

The Imagination Station was a great experience for the students who do not have the 
regular opportunities to appreciate this experience in their lives because of either 
economic, cultural, or other barriers.  The Imagination Station inspired the students of 
Buckeye Central Elementary and encouraged these young minds to be future 
innovators and to have interest in STEM related fields.  It was a lot of fun watching the 
kids work together and be creative. We definitely saw some future engineers and 
architects at work. 
 

 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

Family Art Night 
Everyone had a quite “emu”sing time painting their birds on January 25th at Family Art 
Night hosted by the PTO.  Professional artist and Mohawk Elementary Art Teacher, 
Kymberlee Wood, of Ohio Chick taught parents and their children how to paint an 
ostrich.  Or was it an emu?  We are not sure, but we ARE sure that everyone had their 
own one of a kind bird!  Kym had everyone choose their own colors for their bird and 
make it uniquely their own.  
 
One of the PTO’s main goals is the foster relationships among the school, parents, and 
teachers.  It was wonderful seeing parents, kids, and friends enjoying time together.  In 
the past couple of years the PTO has been focusing on bringing more art education to 
the elementary students.  We are passionate about art education because it promotes 
creativity, increases academic performance, motor skills, confidence, visual learning, 
focus, and much more.  While everyone’s birds had their own individual look, they were 
ALL im-peck-able!!!  
 



 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secret Santa Shop 
On December 12 and 13, the PTO hosted their annual Secret Santa Shop for students 
in grades kindergarten through 4th.  This program makes it possible for children to 
experience the joy of choosing their own special holiday gifts for family and friends. 
This event was set up during school hours and supervised by parent volunteers, who 
helped the children pick the perfect gifts for their loved ones.  The students really 
enjoyed picking out their presents.   Not only did the Secret Santa Shop help the 
children pick out their gifts, but it also taught them to budget their money and make their 
own decisions. The PTO hopes family and friends enjoy opening their “secret” gifts their 
kids bought from the Santa Shop...all by themselves! 
 



 
 



 
 

Family Refit Night 
What better way to beat the winter like fall we seem to be experiencing than with a Refit 
workout?!  On Friday, November 9th, the Buckeye Central PTO hosted Family Fun Refit 
Night in the middle school gym.  Refit instructor Deb Schaffer led everyone through a 
family friendly cardio dance workout with easy to learn movements and inspiring music. 
It was fun watching the kids dance and run around having fun. 

 

Refit Instructor Deb Schaffer leads Refit Classes at the Willard Christian Alliance 
Church (1609 S. Conwell Ave. Willard, OH) on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Thursdays 
from 7:00-8:00 pm. It's a short 15 minute drive from New Washington, and worth it for a 
great workout. Please visit https://refitrev.com/instructors/dschaffer/ for more 
information. 

 

https://refitrev.com/instructors/dschaffer/?fbclid=IwAR2XkOB8fFLlnhE4cKYf06pe1QW_1EbmPzjUMeUc_TwPhrMVX5xjzZv2WUE
https://refitrev.com/instructors/dschaffer/?fbclid=IwAR2XkOB8fFLlnhE4cKYf06pe1QW_1EbmPzjUMeUc_TwPhrMVX5xjzZv2WUE
https://refitrev.com/instructors/dschaffer/?fbclid=IwAR2XkOB8fFLlnhE4cKYf06pe1QW_1EbmPzjUMeUc_TwPhrMVX5xjzZv2WUE


 

 
 

 
 
 



Sidewalk Chalk Inspiration 
A couple encouraging words can help give someone the courage or confidence to do 
something.  Uplifting words can strengthen someone when they feel down. Positive 
words can simply put a smile on a young child’s face.  On Monday, September 17th, the 
PTO put fun and heartwarming chalk messages and drawings in the front of the 
Elementary School.  It was a simple act, but if it brought a smile to just one kid’s face, it 
was worth it.  
 
Thank you to Brandi Diekmann for coming up with the idea and leading this activity, as 
long as our volunteers Jenni Beamer, Josephine Parsons, and Monica Light!!! 
 

 
2nd grader, Ryli Diekmann, being “uplifted” by the sidewalk chalk drawings. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Welcoming Kindergartners 
The Buckeye Central PTO provided each kindergartner with a Buckeye Central class of 
2031 t-shirt. This was our way of welcoming the incoming class to BC and giving them 
some spirit wear as well. Last year’s class wore them on many occasions such as Field 
Trips or days where special events were planned. This year's’ class wore them on their 
first Field Trip around New Washington where they visited Sunrise, the bakery, post 
office, library, fire house, and the park. It was neat to see our future graduates in their 
shirts!  
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

Monthly Art 
At Buckeye Central, the PTO is bringing art education into the classroom each month, 
because there is not an art teacher or art program at Buckeye Central Elementary. 
Each month of the school year, the PTO provides an art program, alternating between a 
performance art and an hands on art in the classroom.  We are passionate about art 
education because it promotes creativity, increases academic performance, motor skills, 
confidence, visual learning, focus, and much more.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Cooking Caravan 
They had pizzazz. They had talent. They had yummy whole fruits and veggies. The did 
NOT have any recipes, meat, dairy, or processed foods. Back by popular demand, the 
Cooking Caravan visited Buckeye Central Elementary on September 27th and hosted 
another epic Cooking Battle. The Cooking Caravan is a mixture of chefs, actors, artists, 
educators, and musicians with a passion for teaching and inspiring children about 
healthy foods and cooking.  Sous chefs from Buckeye Central helped the Caravan 
professionals in a battle to see who could make the tastiest meal.  The food was fresh 
and healthy, along with an assortment of good-for-you oils, herbs, and spices.  There 
were no ovens, microwaves, skillets, or any cooking devices in sight.  All foods were 
eaten raw and fresh, in their healthiest form.  The professionals prepared Battle Boxes 
for each teacher to take back to their room after the assembly so each kid had a chance 
to experience healthy foods and how they are prepared.  The Cooking Caravan did an 
excellent job providing a hands-on, upbeat, and educational culinary arts program. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
High School Art Club Visits Elementary 
As part of the PTO’s Monthly Art Program, on October 12th, 15th, and 16th the BC High 
School Art Club came into each classroom to teach art to the elementary students.  The 
students not only enjoyed their art experience but really like when the high school 
students come over to the elementary wing.  It was great to see the upperclassmen 
working so well with the younger students.  The PTO would like to thank the high school 
art teacher, Mrs. Majoy, and her students for creating an excellent art experience for the 
elementary students. 
 
 
 



 
Mrs. Ferguson’s art class with the high school art students. 

 
 



Columbus Children’s Theatre Visits BC Elementary 
 
When a dragon arrives in Veesaldorf, all chaos breaks loose!  As part of the PTO’s 
Monthly Art Program, The Columbus Children’s Theatre made their way to New 
Washington on Monday, November 19, to put on a production of The Reluctant Dragon. 
Four professional actors put on a live theatrical performance filled with humor and 
important life lessons to inspire and capture the students’ imagination and appreciation 
for theatre arts.  
 
Based on the short story by Kenneth Grahame, pandemonium ensues, until the dragon 
meets farm girl Charity, that is. This dragon isn’t like most dragons. They don’t breathe 
fire, capture maidens, or rip apart human bodies. This dragon is kind and gentle and 
likes to sit on the green grass and write poetry! Charity and the dragon, an unlikely pair 
of poets, form a bond and must stick together to prove to the village that there may be 
more to others than what they appear to be.  The actors had the students clapping, 
hollering, and laughing as the story unfolded.  
 

 
Columbus Children's Theatre 



Local Artist Comes To BC Elementary 
 
On Thursday, February 28th, Tom Pairan wrapped up the Buckeye Central PTO’s 
January Monthly Art.  Yes, you read correctly.  January Monthly Art finished one day 
before March began.  Thanks to the snowy, cold days that seemed to always lead to a 
delay or cancellation on the day of our scheduled art, we are just thankful Tom was able 
to fit art education into his busy schedule.  Many of you know Tom as Pastor Tom, as 
he is the local pastor at St. Johns Lutheran Church in New Washington and Nazareth 
Lutheran Church in Chatfield.  However, you might not know he also has a BA in Art 
from Wittenberg University.  
 
It seemed ironic, due to mother nature, that Tom did snowman art with 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
grades.  He started out teaching the students how to create a sky with watercolors. 
Then came the fun part.  The kids mixed glue and shaving cream together to make their 
snowmen, complete with hat, eyes, nose, mouth, and scarf. 
 
With kindergarten and 1st grades, Pairan taught the children about making animals out 
of various shapes.  The children used tangram shapes and put them together to make 
animals.   A tangram is a dissection puzzle consisting of seven flat shapes, called tans, 
which are put together to form shapes. The objective of the puzzle is to form a specific 
shape using all seven pieces, which can not overlap.  The students enjoyed their art 
experience and it was fun to see how each child had their own unique style.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dissection_puzzle


 
 
 

 
 



Thank You!!! 
The PTO would like to thank all parents for your support this past school year.  Be it 
attending one of our events, volunteering, participating in our fundraiser, or simply just 
thinking we are awesome (we kind of are), we greatly appreciate it!  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


